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18 APRIL – 16 MAY

  BODY ARMOUR/ETCHINGS                                                                                          
  RAYMOND ARNOLD                                                                                                                                          

I spent many years researching the intaglio print 

in Paris. Driving this obsessive visitation was an 

equally obsessive interest in using my art to talk 

about protection of the soldier’s body i.e. body 

armour. Seven visits over seven years from 1998 

to 2006, in particular, charted my research into 

simulations through the medium of etching of 

the protective matrix. First World War battlefield 

sites in France, war museums in the UK and 

France and constant exposure to Middle East 

conflict zones through media were elements of 

my story. This exhibition of prints coincides with 

Queenstown’s remembrance of local casualties 

of all wars and, of course, the centenary of First 

World War. 

VENUE: LARQ 8 Hunter Street

30 MAY – 27 JUNE

  SOLASTALGIA                                                                                                                                        
  ILONA SCHNEIDER                                                                                                                         

Ilona Schneider is a very talented and emerging 

artist in Tasmania. Her photographs ‘explore’ the 

interface between the constructed world and 

the natural world. Images of dams, aqueducts 

and mines amongst other constructed realities 

chart a particular Tasmanian story.  Weather, 

water, concrete and rock are depicted in their 

complicated embrace conjuring the metaphysical.

VENUE: LARQ 8 Hunter Street

MID-APRIL – MID-MAY

  WRITER-IN-RESIDENCE                                                                                         
  PETE HAY                                                                                                                                        

Pete Hay is one of Tasmania’s public intellectuals. 

He’s a man of wide ranging interests and he 

writes poetry. One of his last residential projects 

was reflecting on the demise of the Burnie paper 

mill through interview with past workers and 

Pete’s own poetry.  A publication titled The Last 

Days of the Mill in collaboration with artist Tony 

Thorne was published in 2012.

In Pete’s words: ‘My research interests fall within 

three interlinked areas: environmental thought, 

environmental politics, and the nature of place 

and place attachment. I am currently drawing 

upon all three of these broad areas research 

interest to develop a research focus on the 

ecopolitics of islands. I also intend to examine, 

and write about, the visit to Queenstown of the 

noted English Labour firebrand, Tom Mann, early 

in the 20th century.’

14 FEBRUARY – 7 MARCH

  SUB/TERRANEOUSLY                                                                                      
  JILL DAVIS & SANDRA PETERSEN                                        

Underground and above ground are spatial 

realms that artists navigate while working on the 

West Coast of Tasmania. The binary concept of 

‘above and below’ brings certain perspectives to 

the artwork of two unique women artists in an 

exhibition of their artwork based on their 

experiences of Tasmania’s West Coast. 

JILL DAVIS talks about her work as being 

obsessed with the emotionally charged under-

ground spaces in the Mt Lyell mine itself and the 

crushing operation that takes place there deep 

in the earth. It’s an action. It’s a force. Something 

both decisive and irrevocable. Something that’s 

transforming like art should be.

VENUE: LARQ 8 Hunter Street

SANDRA PETERSEN, essentially through her 

residency at LARQ in September 2014, has 

developed a series of works which in her words: 

‘express the dichotomy between mans destruction 

of the West Coast environment, and Nature’s 

persistent vision of healing, covering the 

wounds with lichen and moss, shrubs and trees, 

stunted by the toxic environment. Seeing the 

rock surfaces in the rain emphasised the brilliant 

colours, Nature’s palette of dazzling cool and 

warm discordant combinations.’

VENUE: LARQ BANK ANNEX 37 Orr Street

21 MARCH – 11 APRIL

  THE LANDSCAPE AS DISCOURSE                                                                                      
  RICHARD KENTON WEBB                                                                                          

Richard was LARQ’s 2014 artist-in-residence. 

Twenty-three YouTube films tell part of the story 

of that residency. Thirty-one paintings and over 

50 drawings tell most of the rest. 10 Days on the 

Island are helping to sponsor Richard’s return 

visit for his exhibition at LARQ and a speaking 

tour of Tasmania including Launceston (24 March) 

Hobart (25 March) and Burnie (27 March) as part 

of the Tasmanian International Arts Festival. 

VENUES: LARQ 8 Hunter Street & LARQ BANK 

ANNEX 37 Orr Street

1 APRIL – 30 MAY

  ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE                                                                                          
  ROSS BYERS                                                                                                                                         

Exploring the Cultural Landscape of Queenstown Exploring the Cultural Landscape of Queenstown 

through Drawingthrough Drawing 

Ross’s ambitions for his residency are expressed 

in his words: ‘Through the daily discipline of 

observing the cultural landscape of Queenstown, 

by traversing the landscape, accessing relevant 

literature and engaging with local residents, 

I will create responsive drawings and experiment 

with developing skills in print making, to 

document its unique character and gain a deeper 

understanding of its cultural significance for 

Tasmania – with special interest in Tasmania’s 

large scale industrial practices.’

Generously supported by Arts Tasmania.

LARQ 
8 Hunter Street Queenstown 

Tasmania 7467 Australia    

M: 0407 527 330    

E: rearnold@iinet.net.au

  THE LAST LARQ                                                                                                                       
  2015 PROGRAM OF EVENTS                                                                                             

Thirty years ago I lived at Savage River in North West Tasmania. 
I was an artist in residence! It was a memorable period working on 
my paintings and interacting with the community of that remote 
mining town. Initially I cycled from Hobart to the North West to 
establish a clear connection between my everyday life in my studio 
at the Chameleon Artist Co-operative and that ’off world’ township 
at the heart of the Tarkine Wilderness, the appropriately named 
Savage River. I now live and work in Queenstown, on Tasmania’s 
West Coast, partly as a result of this experience.

Cycling west of Waratah and on the last stage of that bicycle trip 
I passed through the ‘ghost town’ of Luina. The local Cleveland tin 
mine had shut down the year before. Most of the houses had been 
removed leaving the strange sight of concrete front door steps and 
house stumps as symbols of departed mining families. Transitory 
communities and migratory miners are a feature of Tasmania’s 
West Coast and remind me that everything we experience in life 
disappears. We struggle to resist this dynamic and changeable 
world because it undermines the order and meaning we need to find 
in our lives. Peter Read’s 1996 book Returning to Nothing – 
The Meaning of Lost Places addressed these concepts and historian 
Michael Holmes has a new book out titled Vanishing Towns –
Tasmania’s Ghost Towns and Settlements. Unfortunately it contains 
a somewhat premature inclusion of Queenstown within its listing.

One of the challenges for art organisations, in particular, is to sustain 
energy and activity over time when everything wants to collapse 
away. LARQ’s mission has been to hold these two contradictory 
values of change and sustainability in delicate balance over a 
designated ‘shelf life’ of ten years. That decade is coming to a close 
through the auspices of the artists and exhibitions making up our 
final program. Arts Tasmania and Tasmanian Regional Arts have 
been generous fellow travellers!

Helena Demczuk and I will continue to live and work in Queenstown 
with energy and commitment to our own artwork and special 
projects such as the Queenstown Heritage & Arts Festival. 

RAYMOND ARNOLD

JILL DAVIS – Crusher, 2014  charcoal and pastel on paper, 100 x 160cm

Below:

RAYMOND ARNOLD

War Memorial Les Vans –

Ardeche Franc, 2001  

journal entry, ink on paper, 

15 x 20cm

ILONA SCHNEIDER – Rock wall, 2014  inkjet print, 110 x 150cm
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PETE HAY – Image Helena Demczuk

RICHARD KENTON WEBB – Full moon over Queenstown, 2014  oil on linen, 67 x 69cm

ROSS BYERS – Untitled, 2014  ink drawing

SANDRA PETERSEN –  

Queenstown roadside cliff faces, 2015  

acrylic and archival ink on paper, 

100 x 75cm

25 JULY – 26 SEPTEMBER

  THE LAST LARQ                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                     

Life can only be understood backwards; but it Life can only be understood backwards; but it 

must be lived forwardsmust be lived forwards – Kierkegaard

The final exhibition for 2015 and the LARQ project 

will be a representative show of all the artists 

that have contributed to LARQ over the decade of 

its existence. I plan to draw together material 

including artworks and documentation into a final 

exhibition installation in the LARQ Gallery.

This exhibition will build and change over several 

months, culminating in an event to launch a 

publication that reflects on all the artists and 

writers that have had a role or a presence within 

the business. It hopes to be, at once, both an 

illuminating experience and a definitive archive.
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